People have always desired to have wisdom. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve looked on the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and saw that its fruit was “desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it” (Gen 3:6). Adam and Eve obviously thought that gaining wisdom was very important, and they disobeyed their Creator to get it. So that leads me to ask: what is wisdom?


The Webster dictionary defines wisdom as “the right use or exercise of knowledge.” The ability to use knowledge comes with experience. The Bible makes it very clear that wisdom also comes from God. Proverbs 2:6 says “for the Lord gives wisdom/and from the mouth of the Lord come knowledge and understanding.” Also in Ps. 111:10 “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” We need to search for wisdom, but the search starts with God.  Wisdom is very valuable, and the writer of Proverbs spends much time pointing out the need people have for wisdom. He says in chapter 4, “Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding.” 

Wisdom will protect us (Prov. 4:6) and it helps us make decisions. It gives us foresight and the ability to discern good form evil, and it will keep us from stumbling when we are running (Prov. 4). A wise person shows their wisdom by leading a “good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. (Refer to page 2001 in Bible).


How can we get wisdom? In James 1:5-6 it is written “[i]f any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.” We must ask God for wisdom with humility and He will give us wisdom, like he gave wisdom to Solomon when Solomon asked for it instead of wealth or honor.  
