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Intensive Study Questions
1. Read Ex. 19. Describe the setting and the preparation for the giving of the Ten
Commandments.

2. What is Moses’ role in these chapters? How is his role theologically significant?

3. What was the purpose of the law? (Peruse the early chapters of Romans.)

4. Read Ex. 20. Now focus on verses 1-6. How are the first and second commandments
related?

5. Does the second commandment prohibit any physical representation of God? Does
Michelangelo’s painting (The Creation of Adam) depicting God as a grandfatherly figure
violate this commandment? What about movies that have a human actor play the part of
God? Can you think of other examples from high culture or pop culture that might violate
this commandment?

6. What reason is given for the prohibition in verse 4-5?

7. What does the word “jealous” mean? Find another place in Scripture where “jealous” is
used to describe God. Why do you think that attribute sounds strange or even offensive to
us when applied to God?

8. In what way(s) are you inclined to worship other gods?
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Discussion Questions
1. In what way(s) does our culture make idols?

2. In what way(s) are you inclined to worship other gods?

3. How have you seen verses 5-6 played out in your life or the lives of those around you?

4. Does the second commandment prohibit any physical representation of God? Does
Michelangelo’s painting (The Creation of Adam) depicting God as a grandfatherly figure
violate this commandment? What about movies that have a human actor play the part of
God? Can you think of other examples from high culture or pop culture that might violate
this commandment?
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