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Intensive Study Questions 
Key Verse:  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor.”  (Exodus 20:17) 
 
1. In 1 Kings 21 King Ahab begins to pine away over the vineyard belonging to Naboth the 
Jezreelite (1 Kings 21:1-16).  Describe the sequence of events. What advice does Queen 
Jezebel give to Ahab about his desires?  Was there a consequence to acting on his covetous 
desires?  Why does God tell us not to covet others’ belongings? 
 
 
2. If God doesn’t want us to covet others’ possessions, are there things that we can desire?  
What might these be? And if he does not wish us to get caught up in pursuit of possessions, 
why does he tell us to ask freely of him in Luke 11:9-10?   
 
 
3. There is a relationship between contentment and covetousness.  Does a contented person 
covet?  Why or why not? Look at these three passages: James 4:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:6-8, and  
Psalm 23:1.   What does contentedness bring us?   How can we become contented if we are 
not right now? 
 
 
4. What does Jesus’ life teach us about contentedness?  Consider the following passages:  
Matthew 8:20; 2nd Corinthians 8:9; Hebrews 12:2.  What did Jesus possess while on earth?  
What did he possess in heaven?  What did he come to bring us?   Now think about your life.  
What is your most prized possession?  Would it be important to Christ? 
 
 
 
5. Covetousness starts in the mind.  Look at Matthew 5:28-29. What measures should we 
take to avoid covetousness?  What might be a modern equivalent of getting rid of the part of 
your body that is causing you to sin?   
 
 
 
6. Look at Luke 12:16-21.  What does this parable tell us to store up?  How can we store up 
riches in God’s sight?   Will concentrating on heavenly things automatically spare us from the 
sin of covetousness, or do we need to take other, active steps?  What might those be?   
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Discussion Questions 
1. As you look back over your life, what was the object, person, event or experience that you 
most desired to have and did not obtain?  What was your reaction towards the people who 
possessed that object, person, event or experience?  Did it ruin any relationships? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The tenth commandment is pretty comprehensive in what we’re not supposed to covet:  
houses, spouses, servants, livestock, and “anything that belongs to your neighbors.” Does 
this mean we are allowed to covet the possessions of people who are not our neighbors?  
Who did Jesus say that our neighbors are?  Why might it be important not to covet the 
possessions of someone we live in close proximity to? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the difference between wanting something and coveting it?  Are there things that 
we can legitimately desire without falling into the sin of coveting? 
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